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Goal of the Session:

Exchange good practices on:

• how universities translate the universal SDGs into local actions; 

• how universities engage in knowledge transfer with their communities; and 

• what kind of partnerships they foster
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to increase their 

societal impact 



UP Open University: Background Information 

• 3

One of the constituent units of the University of the Philippines, the only national university in the country

• Established in 1995; mandated to democratize access to quality higher education through distance 

education

• A public service university; research university; graduate university

• Started doing distance elearning in 2001; became fully online in 2007; with students in more than 70 

countries; 24% of students are outside the country

• Started implementing MOOC in 2013

• President, Asian Association of Open Universities (2017-2019)

• RA 10650 (Open Distance Learning Act)
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3 Missions:

• Teaching

• Research

• Societal engagement/Public Service
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In the performance of these missions, 

following ethical principles, good governance, 

respect for the environment, social 

engagement and the promotion of

values 

University Social Responsibility



What we do at the University to increase our societal impact with SDGs as 
Framework
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Institutional Actions: Walking the Talk
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Eco-friendly institutional give aways

• Green building

• Solar energy for street lighting

• Water Treatment Facility (for construction)

• Waste segregation

• Strong Gender Program (Office of Gender 

Concerns) to ensure gender equality and 

advocate the same
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Institutional Actions: Walking the Talk

Degree Programs:

• Environment and Natural 

Resources Mgt

• PhD Sustainability 

Science
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Institutional Actions: Walking the Talk

Societal Engagement:

• OERs and MOOCs on the 

different aspects of SDGs

Increase awareness and knowledge 

about SDGs and mobilize people to 

action through open education 

practices
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OERs on Different topics related to SDGs
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OER Repositories of the University
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http://tvup.phhttps://networks.upou.edu.ph



MOOCs
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2

• Universal 

Design for 

Learning

• Web Content 

Accessibility 

Guidelines

To facilitate 

inclusive 

learning

Enrollment:  9,137

Registered Users: 12,429



MOOCs
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http://asianlearningportal.org



SDG #17: Partnership for the Goals

• With other HEIs to integrate the OERs in their teaching in a blended teaching learning mode of 
instructional delivery 

• With Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co., the leading telco in the country, for digital literacy 
(beyond digital skills)

• With the Department of Information and Communications Technology  for the use of eCenters for 
online education for SDGs and the development of more OERs and MOOCs on SDGs

• With the Commission on Higher Education to enable other academic institutions to offer open 
learning/lifelong learning opportunities (as per RA10650)

• With the Technical Education Skills and Development Authority for the integration of SDG features 
in  tech vocational courses
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SDG #17: Partnership for the Goals

• With the Local Government Units for the implementation of SDG-related training programs in the 
community e.g. Climate Action and Disaster Preparedness

• Using the Asian Association of Open Universities (AAOU) as platform to influence other Open 
Universities in Asia to integrate the SDGs in the performance of their 3 missions and assist 
member institutions be included in the Impact Ranking of Universities

• With regional organizations e.g. SEAMEO, to implement projects that could serve as platform for 
SDG#4 and learning about other SDGs e.g. Global Digital Citizenship
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Policy Recommendations: Institutional Level

• Put in place policies that will:

• Involve the different stakeholders in initiatives that are aligned with the SDGs; Students 
learning activities; researchers; teachers; other stakeholders (e.g. parents; communities)

• Prioritize SDG initiatives in the 3 missions of the university

• Allocate resources to enable sectors at the university to do SDG-related activities

1

7

We have in attendance University 

Presidents; Rectors; Chancellors in this 

Forum



Policy Recommendations:  At the National Level

• For the Education Ministers to put in place enabling policies for universities to take SDGs as 
framework for the 3 missions

• Allocate resources to enable sectors at the university to do SDG-related activities
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Policy Recommendations: Regional Level

• Regional Cooperations (among regional organizations:  ASEF; SEAMEO; UNESCO, AAOU, etc.) e.g. 
having a “Bucharest Declaration”? 

• Resource mobilization to enable universities for local and regional initiatives and promote regional 
cooperations among universities as part of the respective internationalization programs
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What we hope to do:

From SDG Framework 

to Local Action 

to Culture
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Thank you!!

Multimesc frumos!


